Dialogue between the Pastoralists, Parliamentarians, Political Leaders & Policy Makers 







A brief minutes note

5-7 December 2005 at New Delhi, a 15 members team, consisting of pastoralists and NGO representatives (list of members is shown in the Annexure) has met various officials, parliamentarians, political leaders, and Ministers in regard with restoring the rights of pastoral communities 

Meeting with Mr Sudarsanan Natchiappan (Chairman, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Grievances and Legal Affairs), discussed a six pages long memorandum cum proposed policy issues He has acquainted the problems faced by the pastoral communities and has fixed an appointment to meet Mr Ashok Gahlot, General Secretary of Indian National Congress. Accordingly, all the members have interacted and submitted the memorandum and reports to Mr Ashok Gahlot and he also convinced about the problems of the Raikas and Gujjars as he was former Chief Minister of Rajasthan. He suggested us to keep in touch with Mr Meena, State Minister of Environment and Forests who also hails from Rajasthan. 

Meeting with Mr A Raja, Minister of Environment and Forests: During his busy schedule, the Minister has spared time to hear the problems of pastoral communities and he has indicated that the team has to meet Minister of Tribal Affairs for incorporating the rights of pastoral communities similar to the Tribal Rights Bill proposed by Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Mr Raja has also suggested discussion with Dr Kala, Director General of Forests, based on the Memorandum submitted by the team. Accordingly, the team has discussed with Dr Kala who was curious to understand the uses of camels and indigenous breeds of animals for the society and also livelihood issues associated with pastoral communities. Dr Kala has assured that he will again discuss with the Minister and do the needful to help the pastoral communities.

Meeting with Mr Paty Ripple Kyndiah, Minister of Tribal Affairs: The Minister wondered why the pastoralists’ team could not raise such fundamental issues affecting the livelihoods of pastoral communities much earlier. He told that there is no possibility of bringing pastoralists issues within the framework of Tribal Bill as the Bill is only meant for Scheduled Tribes. Therefore the pastoralists issue has to be addressed separately and the Minister has assured that he will take up this matter with Mr Raja, Minister of Environment and Forests.

Meeting with different political party leaders: 

The team met Mr Manuvendra Singh, MP from Rajasthan. He has told the team that he has grasped the problems of grazing due to various government programmes including notification of sanctuaries and national parks and and plights of Orans. He said that he will raise the issue of pastoralists’ rights in the Parliament at appropriate time as he has told.

The team has also met Mr Jogindra Sharma who is Central Committee Member of CPI (M). He has suggested to raise the pastoralists’ issues exclusively for pastoral communities without linking with Tribal Bill etc. He has given a good example of how the Gujjar communities in Jammu & Kashmir enjoyed rights to move all over the mountains including Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir. Mr Sharma told that when such rights are conferred to the Gujjars in Jammu & Kashmir, then the same may be quoted to seek rights for pastoralists in other states as it can be applicable to the entire constitution of our country. 

The team has also visited Ajay Bhawan and submitted a memorandum to Mr AP Bardhan, General Secretary of CPI who was on tour. 

The team members have met Planning Commission Advisor on Agriculture / Animal Husbandry, Mr SK Roy and understood the role of Planning Commission in allocation of budget for animal husbandry plan proposed by state governments. 

Mr Sanjay and his team has documented by shooting videos and interviews with the members of pastoralists’ team near Parliament building. 

In the last the end, meeting had with: Shri Silvio Simonit, Programme Officer, Environment Division United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) New Delhi, who spared his valuable time to explain some policies/ programmes of the UNDP and he said that Sustainable Pastoralism is now formally acknowledged as an important area for UNDP to focus its attention on sector. Further he suggested to meet different officials in the Environment Ministry. And, he kindly hosted lunch for the 15 members team consisting of pastoralists and NGO representatives.

Meeting proposed with Mr Sharad Pawar, Minister for Agriculture & Food and Mr LK Advani, Opposition Leader, Mrs Sonia Gandhi, President of Indian National Congress could not materialize due to lack of time and resources as the team was not prepared to extended stay at New Delhi.
Annexure

Pastoralists & Parliamentarians, Political Leaders,

Policy Makers Dialogue

05-07 December 2005 at New Delhi
	Sl
	Name & Address
	Livestock Holding

	1
	Aman Singh

Ashoka Fellow/ KRAPAVIS, 

5/218 Kala Kua, Alwar, Rajasthan 
	

	2
	P Vivekanandan

SEVA 45 TPM Nagar, Viratipathu

Madurai  625 010, Tamil Nadu
	

	3
	V Ayyathurai Konar

T Krishnapuram, Saptur (Via)

Peraiyur Taluk

Madurai District, Tamil Nadu
	100 cattle

	4
	Hanwant Singh Rathore

League for Pastoral Peoples (LPPS), Sadri 306702

Dist. Pali, Rajasthan
	

	5
	Badri Gujjar

Village: Bakhtpura

Dist: Alwar (Rajasthan)
	Buffalo: 25

Goat: 50

Cow: 6

	6
	Ranjilal Gujjar

Village: Bakhtpura

Dist: Alwar (Rajasthan)
	Buffalo: 30

Goat: 150

Cow: 3

	7
	Ilse Kohler Rollefson

C/o LPPS, Sadri 306702

Dist. Pali, Rajasthan
	

	8
	Baburam

Dungli, Pali Tehsil

Pali Dist, Rajasthan
	Sheep: 50

Goat: 40

Buffalo: 2

	9
	Bagdiram Raika

Mu. Dhagi

PO: Sava  312 613

Taluk & Dist: Chithorgarh, Rajasthan

Ph: 01472-223002

Mobile: 9829179377
	Camel: 21

Buffalo: 8

Cattle: 15

	10
	Mongilal 

Village & Post: Sadri

Dist: Pali (Rajasthan)
	Sheep: 40

Buffalo: 5

	11
	Kumporam Raika

Village: Madpur

Tehsil: Desuri

Dist: Pali (Rajasthan)
	Goat: 60

Sheep: 40

Camel: 6

Cow: 10, uffalo: 5

	12
	Hiraram Raika

Village & Post Latada

Tehsil: Bali, Dist: Pali (Rajastan)
	Buffalo: 4

Goat: 5

Sheep: 200

	13
	Dhiraram Raika

Post: Sadra, Tehsil: Bali

Dist: Pali (Rajasthan)
	Sheep: 100

Goat: 10

	14
	Ramlal Raika

Village & Post: Latada

Tehsil: Bali, Dist: Pali (Rajasthan)
	Sheep: 60

Goat: 40

	15
	Raytaram Raika

Village & Post: Rajpura

Tehsil: Desuri,, Dist: Pali (Rajasthan)
	Sheep: 100

Goat: 40
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